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planned and has under construction projects which will materially in-
crease the output of this resource, and reduce the amount of coal im-
ported. The future industrial life of Finland will be based largely upon
the use of its two great resources, forests and water power.

COMMUNICATION

Nature has provided Finland with numerous inland waterways,
but has rendered land communication difficult. The lakes and swamps,
the severe winters, and the sparse and scattered population complicate
the problems of rail and highway transportation. Nevertheless, the
country has 3311 miles of railways, which is a small amount per square
mile, but which places Finland among the leading European nations in
the amount per capita. Although there are some 47,000 miles of inland
waterways, only 2500 are usable for anything except the floating of
timber. Even the more important waterways are declining in use, and
the tendency is for more and more freight to move by rail. Nearly all
the railways and most of the highways and navigable inland water-
ways are located south and west of the line from the head of the Gulf
of Bothnia to the northern end of Lake Ladoga. Sparse population
and physical difficulties cause transportation to be undeveloped in the
north.

Most of the foreign trade of Finland moves by sea. Viipuri is
normally the greatest exporting port, and its contact with the Saima
lake district makes it one of the greatest timber-exporting ports in the
wrorld. Helsinki is the leading important port, and the fact that ice
breakers can frequently keep it open in the winter adds to its impor-
tance. However, Hanko and Turku are the great winter ports, as they
are least hampered by ice.

FOREIGN TRADE

The necessity for importing foods and other raw materials, and
for exporting timber products in exchange, has resulted in a fairly
large per capita foreign trade for Finland. In fact, it ranks nearly
on a par with Germany and France in this respect.

As has been indicated by the survey of the economic life of Fin-
land, timber and dairy products make up the largest proportion of the
exports. Timber and products manufactured from timber make up 84
per cent of all goods sold abroad, and dairy products make up 10 per
cent. Imports are made up of foodstuffs, 24.8 per cent; machinery and